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Indiana sheep solar grazing featured in short documentary
WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. —The American Solar Grazing Association (ASGA) recently released a short film titled “Counting Sheep” featuring a northeastern Indiana farm that grazes sheep under solar panels. The Indiana Sheep Association supports the practice of solar grazing and invites any producer inspired by the film to reach out and let ISA inform them of solar grazing opportunities in the state. 
“Counting Sheep” focuses on Greg and Evan Gunthorp and their grazing operation, Traditional Grazing Solutions, where they graze their flock on 1,000 acres; an opportunity that would not be available to them without the solar farm.  More information about the Gunthorp farm can be found on their website, https://www.traditionalgrazing.com/. The film can be found on the YouTube platform as well as on the ASGA website: https://solargrazing.org/counting-sheep/. ISA encourages their sheep producing partners in Indiana to share the video. 
ISA president, Brett Kessler, operates Clay Hill Ranch with his family and currently grazes his flock on solar sites as well. He says grazing sheep on solar can offer benefits to sheep producers such as those from pre-existing infrastructure. 
“Solar farms are often equipped with high-quality perimeter fencing and 24-hour surveillance cameras to protect the panels,” Kessler said. “Grazing allows the land to remain productive while benefiting from the existing security infrastructure, which can deter trespassing or theft.”
The Indiana Sheep Association’s solar grazing committee is ready to connect producers with resources and information that promote the practice of solar grazing in Indiana. Please reach out with any solar grazing questions to executive director Emma O’Brien at executive@indianasheep.com, who can connect you with ISA’s solar grazing committee.
ISA sees solar grazing as an opportunity for Indiana sheep farms to thrive and would like to play an active role in combatting any challenges the industry faces, because challenges such as maintaining proper fence height and over-wintering sheep on solar operations still exist. 
“As far as challenges are concerned, water is number one, as most sites don't have easy access to water,” Kessler noted as an example. “Transportation of water can be timely and labor intensive.”
ISA Background: The Indiana Sheep Association is one of the oldest livestock organizations in Indiana. It was originally founded as the Indiana Wool Growers Association in 1876 to encourage local shepherds to come together to share ideas and expertise, to promote lamb and wool in the state, and to educate our communities about the value of sheep and the sheep industry. Website: www.indianasheep.com
ASGA Background: The American Solar Grazing Association (ASGA) was founded to promote grazing sheep on solar installations. ASGA members are developing best practices that support shepherds and solar developers to both effectively manage solar installations and create new agribusiness profits. ASGA are a not-for-profit trade association founded for and managed by, sheep farmers who became solar graziers. ASGA is accepting memberships and developing a directory and forum where farmers can connect with solar projects that need vegetation management.
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